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9. Conclusion 
9.1. PER Requirements 

The planned flying operations of the Super Hornet at RAAF Base Amberley have been assessed in this Draft 
PER in accordance with the PER Guidelines (refer to Appendix B) and the requirements of the EPBC Act 
(Cwth). The Project requires approval under the EPBC Act in relation to: 

 Protection of the environment from Commonwealth actions (section 28); and 
 Protection of the environment on Commonwealth land (sections 26 and 27A). 

The PER Guidelines required an assessment of potential environmental impacts as a result of changes in 
aircraft noise, air quality, aviation hazard and risk, and social and public health values. Mitigation measures, 
including monitoring, have been identified, where necessary, to avoid or minimise impacts on the 
environment. 

This Draft PER has been prepared based on the review of existing information as well as additional 
investigations to address the PER Guidelines. 

Following public consultation, the PER will be finalised and submitted to the Commonwealth Minister for the 
Environment for assessment of the Super Hornet flying operations at RAAF Base Amberley. 

9.2. Assessment Outcomes 

The assessments undertaken as part of the Draft PER have determined that: 

 The operational profile for the Super Hornet minimises potential community and environmental impacts.  
This includes operational measures such as no planned flying on weekends or public holidays, directing 
flights away from residential areas as well as flying at a higher altitude than the current F-111 when 
undertaking arrivals and departures. 

 There will be increases in maximum noise levels as well as the number of aircraft movements around the 
Base due to the transition from the F-111 to the Super Hornet. The community’s exposure to these 
increases have been minimised through the design of the Super Hornet operational profile. The impact of 
the noise level increases, though noticeable, are not significant and the relatively small number of 
movements combined with the brief period of aircraft passing (30 to 90 seconds), minimises the extent of 
disturbance. 

 On-Base maximum noise levels will increase from current levels. This is an occupational health and 
safety issue and there are existing procedures in place to manage this. Defence is undertaking a 
separate study to further assess and address on-Base noise impacts. 

 Super Hornet aircraft noise may influence future developments. Once the Super Hornet flying operations 
have been finalised, the 2018 ANEC map will be converted by Defence into a 2018 ANEF map. This map 
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will be considered by Council in considering future development applications in areas within the 20 ANEF 
contour to ensure noise sensitive uses are appropriately located and insulated, if necessary. 

 Air pollution emissions from the Super Hornet will be greater than the F-111 aircraft, due to an increase 
in the number of aircraft flying at any one time, but are very small when compared to the ambient air 
quality levels. The combination of the Super Hornet emissions and the ambient air quality levels is well 
below the EPP(Air) goals and therefore impacts to the local and regional communities are not 
anticipated.  Greenhouse gas emissions from the Super Hornet will be less than the F-111. 

 The Super Hornet is a more reliable aircraft than the F-111 and its introduction will in general reduce 
aviation hazards and risks. Defence will continue to use existing policies and procedures to manage 
aviation risk.  

 No direct links between Super Hornet operations and impacts to public health were identified. 

9.3. Mitigation and Monitoring 

Defence has already implemented the following mitigation measures, developed in consultation with the 
community around RAAF Base Amberley, in the design of Super Hornet flying operations: 

 Flight paths– modifications to minimise impacts on Ipswich and other urban areas; 
 Procedural modifications – to provide respite from aircraft noise on weekends, Christmas and the middle 

of the year; and 
 Communication – Defence has established the Amberley Community Engagement Forum and Amberley 

Consultative Working Group to discuss key issues, including the Draft PER with community 
stakeholders. 

The NFPMS has been recently established at RAAF Base Amberley to provide information on the actual 
number of flights and the levels of aircraft noise. This information will be able to be compared to the predicted 
noise levels for the Super Hornet contained within the Final PER. 

Following the commencement of the Super Hornet flying operations, Defence will undertake ongoing 
communication with the public. This is to ensure open and transparent consultation with the community, so it 
is informed of flying operations from the Base and has the ability to identify concerns if they arise. Results of 
the NFPMS will be available as part of this ongoing communication. 

Defence does not believe offsets in the form of noise attenuation are necessary; however, they will be 
considered if information comes to light indicating they are needed.  
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9.4. Summary  

The assessments indicate that it is unlikely that the Super Hornet flying operations will have significant 
impacts. 

The assessment of the flying operations of the Super Hornet at RAAF Base Amberley identified the potential 
for a range of potential impacts which are able to be managed through the implementation of existing Defence 
and Base policies and procedures. Additional mitigation measures have been implemented to manage 
potential noise impact around the Base as a result of the introduction of the Super Hornet.  

Through ongoing community consultation and the NFPMS, Defence will be able monitor, and respond to, any 
issues that arise following the commencement of Super Hornet operations. 

With the implementation of the actions identified by this Draft PER, it is considered that significant impacts to 
the environment and the community can be avoided or appropriately mitigated. 




